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m On 31 March 1955, Panin, the Soviet adviser for German affairs at
the Soviet Embassy in Berlin, spoke to the members of the SED
Politburo at the Karl-Liebknecht House in East Berlin. In this speech,
Panin stated that the SED need not fear the holding of free all-German
elections, because the Soviet government is convinced that the USA
will incgrgorate West Germ in the Western defense system. Theeefore,
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